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RE: Comments on the Proposed Regulations for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS): Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (FKNMS) Restoration Blueprint 

Dear Ms. Fangman: 

On behalf of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council), I would like to thank 
you and your staff for multiple presentations on the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 

(FKNMS) Restoration Blueprint and also for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). The Sanctuary's efforts to ensure long-term 
resource protection in the Florida Keys while simultaneously providing access to those resources 
are laudable and key to sustaining a vibrant regional economy. 

The Council appreciates the complexities associated with the management of a large, 
heterogeneous ecosystem that caters to a broad suite of user groups and other stakeholders, and 
understands fully the challenges of carrying out a comprehensive planning effort. Again, we thank 
you for your work on this front. Having said that, the Council, in consultation with its stakeholders, 
has identified some key areas of concern that are directly and indirectly related to fisheries. 
Common themes heard at every stakeholder engagement meeting were that the DEIS lacks 
sufficient detail, data, and analyses to support many of the proposed changes. As a consequence, 
many knowledgeable stakeholders have opted not to engage in the planning process. Providing, 

for example, the coordinates for all of the proposed boundaries is likely to increase stakeholder 
engagement, as fishers can directly compare them to the location of their fishing grounds and 

provide better feedback to the Sanctuary. Without this level of detail, many stakeholders are left 
with limited information to provide constructive feedback that could better inform decisions. 

The Council is hesitant, at this time, to support in full the proposed Sanctuary boundary expansion, 
which includes the Area to be A voided and encompasses the area in the Tortugas region between 
the existing Sanctuary boundary and the Tortugas Ecological Reserve South (TERS), with a 








